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 Abstract  
This research was conducted to find out whether guided questions affect students’ 
writing descriptive text significantly. The population of this research was all of Year 
– 7 students of SMP Mujahidin Pontianak in Academic Year 2018/2019. The sample 
of the research consisted of 11 students who were chosen by using total population 
sampling. The research was pre- experimental research with pretest, posttest and 
three times of treatments. The data were collected by using measurement technique 
and the tool of data collection was written test. The finding of the research showed 
that the mean score of the students’ pre-test was 52.72 while the post-test was 66.36. 
There is an increase of students’ achievement by the different score 13.64. It showed 
that the ability of the students increased after the treatment was conducted. The tratio 
was higher than the tcritical (8.97 > 2.228). The result of the effect size (ES) was 2.69 
which was categorized as a strong effect (ES > 1.00). It showed that null hypothesis 
was rejected and the alternative hypothesis was accepted. It also proved that 
teaching writing descriptive texts using guided question gives significant effect to 
increase students’ writing achievement. 
Keywords: Descriptive Texts, Guided Question, Writing 
INTRODUCTION 
Writing is one of the skills beside 
listening, speaking, and reading that should 
be learned by students to support the success 
of learning English as a foreign language. By 
writing, students are encouraged to express 
their thoughts and ideas through a collection 
of vocabulary arranged into sentences that 
gives meaning. This is another way for them 
to communicate with other which applied 
through written form. In this case, students 
are expected to able to communicate and give 
information to the reader through written 
text. 
There are some genres of English 
writing text which are learned by student in 
Junior High School. One of them is 
descriptive text. It has been written in 
English syllabus as basic competence of 
Curriculum 2013. Descriptive text is the text 
which describes about particular people, 
place or thing. The purpose of this text is 
describing to the reader about characteristics, 
qualities and condition of the object, so that 
they can understand and visualize the 
characters described in the text. The 
difficulty in writing descriptive text was 
experienced by the year – 7 students at SMP 
Mujahidin Pontianak. The researcher found 
that students have problems in writing 
descriptive text which relate to organizing the 
content (generic structure) of the text and 
developing the ideas. In content, students 
face difficulties in organizing the 
identification and description of the text. 
They do not know what to write first and 
what to write after. They cannot link the 
ideas into coherent paragraph. In developing 
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ideas, students find difficulties to develop 
what to write even they have been given a 
topic to be developed. They sometimes do 
not know the right words that need to put in 
the sentence.  
Facing those problems, the appropriate 
technique should be prepared to increase 
students’ understanding in writing descriptive 
text. In this research, the researcher applied 
guided questions technique which provides a 
list of questions as a guidance for students’ 
writing descriptive text. The questions 
trained the students to write descriptive text 
in correct form. The first and second question 
has been addressed for identification while 
the rest of the questions addressed for the 
description. These questions used as the 
learning technique to stimulate students’ 
creative thinking in developing the topic, to 
achieve the deepen understanding of the 
topic, as well as to write the text by 
answering the questions. By using this 
technique, the researcher expected that 
students can compose a good descriptive text 
because they were guided by the questions.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
In the previous research, Meliyanti 
(2014) conducted the research about 
Improving Students’ Recount Text Writing 
Ability through Guided Questions Technique. 
The design of the research was classroom 
action research that was conducted in three 
cycles. The sample of the research was the 
year – 7 students of SMP Islam Imaduddin 
Kubu Raya. The result of the research 
showed that the implementation of guided 
questions technique improved students on 
writing recount text. The improvement was 
analyzed from students’ achievement on their 
mean score in each cycle. Another research 
was done by Jayanti, Sukirlan and Sudirman 
(2015). The research was about Teaching 
Narrative Writing through Guiding - 
Questions Technique at the Second Grade of 
SMA. The sample of the research was year - 
11 students of SMAN I Belitang. The 
technique increased the students’ scores in 
each aspect of writing. The research showed 
that Guiding - Questions technique could 
improve students’ writing ability of narrative 
text. 
Even though there had been abundant 
research related to the use of guided 
questions, there was still rare research to case 
on teaching descriptive writing. Thus, it was 
important to conduct research in this topic. 
This research was different with the previous 
research in form of students’ level and 
research design. The researcher conducted a 
research of teaching writing descriptive text 
by using guided questions in seventh grade 
students of junior high school. In this case, 
the researcher investigated the 
implementation of guided questions in 
teaching writing to students who have not 
learned English before because English 
subject is not listed in the elementary school 
curriculum. Moreover, those previous studies 
were conducted in classroom action research 
which did not reveal the comparison between 
students’ score of writing descriptive text 
before and after applying guided questions. 
Therefore, this research used pre 
experimental research, because the researcher 
intended to find out the effectivity of the 
technique in writing descriptive text after 
they were taught through guided questions 
technique. Even though guided questions 
technique is widely research and has been 
proven to be a good technique, it is 
considered something new in Pontianak 
especially at SMP Mujahidin. Therefore, it is 
important to know whether this technique is 
effective. 
Guided questions technique is a learning 
technique which can be used to help students 
on writing descriptive text. This technique 
increased student ability to develop their 
creative thinking, to share their ideas, to ask 
and to show their work.  Students were 
encouraged to develop their ideas in 
describing the topic, achieved the deepen 
understanding of writing the text and 
motivated in writing descriptive text. This 
technique ensured the students to write a 
good descriptive text because they were 
guided by the questions. 
Guided questions refers to the technique 
which provides a list of question that will be 
used as guidance in students writing. Axelrod 
and Cooper (1997, p. 519) states, “Asking 
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questions about a subject is a way to learn 
about it and decide what to write.” The 
questions in this technique given by the 
teacher to guide the students develop their 
ideas in writing. According to Raimes (1983, 
p. 101), “They are not given the actual text 
that they will write, they are given a series of 
questions, the answer to which from the 
text.” Students think about the topic and 
answer a list of questions that will help them 
to develop ideas and express those ideas 
using the appropriate words. The questions 
lead the students to organize the answer into 
good text. 
Guided students’ writing by asking 
questions is very useful to increase students’ 
ability in understanding the text. The 
questions train them to produce the good 
written text when they are still confused to 
write the text although they have been given 
a topic to be developed. It is supported by Ma 
(2008, p.39), “The goal of questioning is to 
check if the students understand what they 
have been taught, and to enhance students’ 
involvement and to promote students’ 
creative thinking in classroom interaction.” 
Giving questions to the students are expected 
to stimulate their creative thinking and to 
enhance their understanding in writing. It 
helps them to organize their writing into good 
text. 
Guided questions is a technique that can 
be used for students to help them process 
what they want to write. It is supported by 
Strother (1989, p. 324), “Questioning is 
important because questions motivate 
students focus their attention, elicit deeper 
processing of information, tell students how 
well they are mastering content, give them an 
opportunity for practice and rehearsal.” The 
information which students have after 
answering the questions helped them to 
produce their own writing. They become 
easier to write a text because they have 
collection of ideas in their mind. This 
technique also allows every student 
participate in learning activity. Students 
contribute to suggest their ideas through 
answering the question. Guided questions 
technique motivates students to participate in 
learning, developing the topic, expressing 
their ideas with the appropriate words and get 
the deepen understanding of the text.  
The procedure of guided questions 
involves into several steps. There are several 
steps of writing by using questions according 
to Bonner (1994, p.54) as follows; (1) Think 
about your subject. (“subject” means any 
event, person, problem,  idea, or issue. In 
other words, anything you might write 
about.); (2) Answer the questions about your 
subject, start with the first questions, and 
move right through the list; (3) List the 
answer (for a guidance of your text you 
might write about). 
From the steps explained above, this 
research followed each step of procedure in 
teaching writing descriptive text. The 
researcher gave explanations about guided 
questions and how to use it into writing 
descriptive text. Then, the researcher asked 
the students to write descriptive text by using 
guided questions. Students were involved to 
think about the topic. They are trained to 
explore the topic to help them develop the 
ideas before they start writing. Then, they 
answer the list of questions from the teacher. 
They start from the first question and in 
sequence move to another question. After 
that, they wrote and arranged the answers 
into a text. 
Writing is an important skill for 
language production which is often 
considered as a difficult skill that English 
language teachers and learners faced. It is 
supported by Fareed (2016, p. 81), “Writing 
is an extremely difficult cognitive activity 
which requires the teacher and learner to 
have control over various factors.” Teachers 
face problems when learning English is often 
ignored by the students. In addition, learning 
activities that focus on writing is often 
tedious and ignored by most students. It can 
be concluded that teaching writing is not 
easy. It involves students’ willingness and 
motivation to learn how to develop their 
ideas and choose the appropriate words in 
writing text. In this case, teachers should 
prepare the technique and material before the 
learning meeting. They also need to give 
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some encouragement and motivation to 
attract students start their writing in 
classroom activities. Teachers are expected to 
be able to control students’ writing practice. 
If the teacher understands the characteristics 
that impact the learners’ motivation in 
learning, they can effectively improve their 
instruction to increase students’ achievement 
on writing English language. 
Guided questions is a technique that can 
be used by the teacher to help students in 
writing. In this technique, teacher guides 
their students to write the text. Teacher 
provides some questions to increase students’ 
ability in understanding the text. According 
to Arslan (2006, p. 82), “Through asking 
questions the teacher has the ability to 
construct students thinking and ways of 
inquiry.” Teacher prepares a topic and gives 
some questions that can  makes students 
think about what should be included in their 
writing. They also can organize the text and 
identify the generic structure of the text. 
They are expected to develop their ideas by 
answering the questions. Reid (1993) 
classifies the typical processes of guided 
writing exercises in widely used textbooks 
includes: 1) Model paragraph; 2) 
Comprehension questions; 3) Language 
based exercises; 4) Oral Composition; 5) 
Written composition. There are some steps in 
guided writing, they are: (1) Model 
Paragraph. For modeling, teacher provides a 
short text as a model paragraph and briefly 
explains how a text can be used as a model 
for writing; the text should be suitable with 
the topic. It is possible to adapt a text from 
the textbook which then showed on the board 
before the lesson, or copied onto worksheets; 
(2) Comprehension Questions. Teacher may 
ask a series of questions based on the model 
paragraph given which include the basis 
information of the content paragraph; (3) 
Language Based Exercises. Teacher gives 
exercises which focus on vocabulary building 
and sentence structure of the text; (4) Oral 
Composition. Teacher involves the whole 
class to do oral preparation. In the discussion, 
students make suggestions about what to 
write and the teacher builds up an outline on 
the board as a basis for students’ writing; (5) 
Written Composition. By answering the 
questions, students can write their paragraph 
based on the topic given by teacher. 
Guided question technique gives 
contribution for students writing. Wilen 
(1987, p.12) states that, “Questions are 
motivating, and so they keep students on task 
and focus the students’ attention on what is to 
be learned.”  This technique is helpful to use 
in the classroom. It helps to increase 
students’ motivation to think and practice 
writing. It supports them to participate in 
expressing their ideas. According to Traver 
(1998, p.70), “A guiding question is the 
fundamental query that direct the search for 
understanding.” This technique stimulates 
students into creative thinking. Students 
develop their ideas by answering the 
questions.  They can start writing and easily 
to organize their ideas into text.  It is clear 
that guided question can increase students’ 
ability on writing the text. 
 
METHOD 
In accordance with the problem, the 
appropriate method to be used in this 
research is experimental method. The design 
of experimental method which the researcher 
used is pre – experimental design which 
applied one group pre-test and post-test 
design. It is supported by Cresswell (2009, p. 
158), “With pre-experimental designs, the 
researchers studies a single group and 
provides an intervention during the 
experiment.” The design is written O1 x O2 
which indicates the pre-test, treatment and 
post-test.  According to Cohen, Manion and 
Morrison (2007, p. 282), “The one group pre-
test post-test design can be represented as: 
 
Table 1. One Group Pre-Test And Post-
Test Design 
The population of this research was 
Year – 7 students of “SMP Mujahidin 
Pontianak” in Academic Year 2018/2019. 
Since the population of seventh grade 
Pretest Treatment Posttest 
O1 X O2 
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students in this research site was only one 
class, the researcher involved all the seventh-
grade students as the sample. Therefore, 
whole sampling technique used in this 
research. This is in accordance with Cohen, 
Manion and Morrison (2007) who said that 
the researchers start with the total population 
because they do not have obstacle such as 
expense, time, and accessibility that will 
prevent them from gaining information from 
the whole population. In total population 
sampling the researcher chose to study the 
entire population because the size of the 
population that has particular set of 
characteristics is typically very small. 
This research applied measurement 
technique to measure students’ writing 
descriptive text. The data was gained by 
using written test that was held twice in pre-
test and post-test. The test was about to write 
a simple descriptive text about pre-test and 
post-test.  The students’ result from pre-test 
and post-test was compared to show the 
outcomes after the treatment. The researcher 
used content validity to measure the validity 
of the test. In this research, the writer 
provided detail conceptual definition for each 
item that was measured. The test item was 
specified into: (1) identification, it explains 
about what or who will be described; (2) 
description, it refers to organize ideas in 
logical order to describe the qualities, 
characteristics, emotions, conditions, habit 
and location of the topic. 
The researcher  also used inter-rater 
reliability to measure students writing 
descriptive text. According to Marczyk, 
DeMatteo and Festinger (2005, p. 105), 
“Interrater reliability is used to determine the 
agreement between different judges or raters 
when they are observing or evaluating the 
performance of others.” Two raters, the 
researcher and the teacher assess the result of 
students’ test from the same subjects and then 
correlate their assessment. The raters need to 
assure that they measure it correctly to reach 
the same assessment. If the scores were not 
correlated, one of these two raters might be 
incorrect. 
Furthermore, the result was obtained 
using t-test and effects size. The researcher 
analyses the difference of pre-test and post-
test in writing of descriptive text to determine 
the significance after the students being 
treated using guided questions by t-test. After 
obtaining the t-test, the researcher found how 
significant the difference of pre-test and post-
test after being treated by guided questions 
by using effect size formula. Then, the result 
of the effect size computation was classified 
according to Cohen, Manion and Morrison 
(2007, p. 521). 
 
Table 2. Classification of Effect Size 
 
 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
Results 
The data was calculated by using t-test 
formula to answer the research questions. T-
test was used to analyze the difference of pre-
test and post-test on students’ descriptive 
writing to determine the significance after the 
students being treated using guided 
questions. The computation of data start by 
computing the correlation score of pre-test 
and post-test, mean score, variance score, 
standard deviation score and coefficient 
correlation score of pre-test and post-test. 
The last, the researcher analyzes the students’ 
significance score of pre-test and post-test by 
using t-test formula. 
Effect Size Qualification 
0- 0.20 Weak Effect 
0.21 – 0.50 Modest Effect 
0.51 – 1.00 Moderate Effect 
>1.00 Strong Effect 
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First, pre-test was given before the 
treatment. The highest score of students’ pre-
test was 70 and the lowest score was 40. The 
total score of students’ pre-test was ∑X1= 
580 and the mean score of students’ pre-test 
was        . Second, post-test was given 
after the treatment. The highest score of 
students’ post-test was 80 and the lowest 
score was 50. The total score of students’ 
post-test was ∑Y1 = 730 and the mean score 
was Ῡ = 66.36. There was an increasing of 
the students’ achievement in writing 
descriptive text before and after treated by 
using guided questions. The increasing of 
students’ mean score of pre-test and post-test 
can be seen in graph below. 
 
 
Graph 1. Students’ Mean Score of Pre-
test and Post-test 
 
The variance score of pre-test is 101.81 and 
variance score of post-test is 125.45. 
Standard deviation score of pre-test is 10.09 
and standard deviation score of post-test is 
11.20. The coefficient correlation score is 
0.892. After that, the researcher obtained the 
t-test is 8.97. 
The computation of t-test showed that 
the score of tratio (t-test) was 8.97. Then, the 
researcher determined the value of tcritical, 
where the significance level (α) = 0.05 
because of two – tailed test, the value of α/2 
= 0.05/2 = 0.025 and the degree of freedom: 
df = n-1, db = 11 – 1 = 10. Then the tcritical 
value is t(α,df) = t(0.025,10) = 2.228. The result of 
computation showed the tratio was higher than 
the tcritical (8.97 > 2.228). It proved that guided 
question is affect significantly to teach 
writing descriptive text to Year – 7 of SMP 
Mujahidin Pontianak in Academic Year 
2018/2019. The Null Hypothesis (Ho) was 
rejected and the Alternative Hypothesis (Ha) 
was accepted. 
 
Graph 2. The Interval of Hypothesis 
 
Then, the researcher obtained effect size 
is 2.69. The result gained bigger than 1.00 ( 
ES > 1.00 ). It is categorized as strong effect 
which indicated that the use of guided 
questions was highly effective to increase 
students’ ability in writing descriptive text to 
year – 7 students of SMP Mujahidin 
Pontianak.  
 
Discussion 
The finding of this research showed that 
guided question technique was effective for 
teaching students’ writing descriptive text. 
The researcher found that guided questions 
has changed the students’ achievement in 
writing descriptive text. This technique 
enhanced the students’ understanding and 
ability in writing descriptive text. Students 
showed their enthusiasm during teaching and 
learning proses. They were interested to 
answer and arrange the answers into the text. 
The questions were guides them to write 
more and developing ideas. This finding is in 
line what Hariyanto (2018) states that guided 
questions are used to help the students in 
getting and gathering ideas. Based on the 
data analysis, the researcher found that there 
was obvious difference between the students’ 
score in writing descriptive text before and 
0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
Pre-test Post-test
52.72 
66.36 
R
a
n
g
e 
S
co
re
 
 9 
 
after using guided questions. As known that 
mean score of post-test was higher than mean 
score of pre-test. Students improved their 
ability in writing. It means guided questions 
helped the students to write a good 
descriptive text.  
Guided question used as control to guide 
the students’ writing on descriptive text. By 
using guided question students could have 
the guidance how to develop their ideas in 
writing identification and description of 
descriptive text into good order. It is because 
the students wrote the ideas based on 
sentences they made as the answer of the 
guided questions.  
The researcher as a teacher did five 
meetings in implementing this research. 
There were two meetings of pre-test and 
post-test and three other meetings were for 
implementing the treatment. Students were 
given a writing test as pre-test to know their 
basic knowledge of writing descriptive text. 
During the treatment, the researcher 
introduced guided questions to the students. 
Guided questions provided a list of questions 
to guide the students on their writing. The 
questions gave guidance about what should 
be included in students’ writing of 
descriptive text. The topic of questions that 
refers to the learning curriculum was given 
by the teacher. When the teacher asked the 
questions, the student trained to think about 
the answer which relate to the topic. The 
teacher gave time to students to think about 
the appropriate words to use, to ask with their 
friend and to open the dictionary. They 
thought about the right words to use in 
answering the questions. After that, they 
wrote list of the answers sequentially. After 
finished answering all the questions, the 
teacher trained the students to arrange list of 
the answers into descriptive text. They 
arrange the answers into good order by 
observing the generic structure of descriptive 
text. After the treatments were given, in the 
next meeting the writer gave post-test. The 
students score in post-test was higher than 
pre-test.  
The data showed that the ability of the 
students increased after the treatments 
conducted. By applied guided questions, the 
writer found that the students made 
significant improvement in organizing the 
content. The students identified the generic 
structure of descriptive text and find out what 
to write as the identification and how to 
develop the topic as description. Moreover, 
the researcher also found that the students 
increased their ability in developing ideas. 
They showed their creativity in answering the 
questions and describing their friend. They 
pay attention in giving the detail and be more 
understanding to determine the pronoun used 
in the text. They were interested in arranging 
the answers into good order. They link the 
answers into coherent paragraph. Students 
become understand what to write first and 
next, and what the appropriate words to use 
in the text because they have guidance on its 
process. This technique made them feel easy 
to write descriptive text. This finding echoed 
the previous research conducted by Jayanti, 
Sukirlan and Sudirman (2015), about 
teaching students’ writing through guiding – 
question. This technique was found to 
increase the students’ achievement on writing 
text especially the aspects of and way of 
organizing ideas. Another previous research 
was conducted by Meliyanti (2014). She 
found that guided questions technique 
improved students writing ability. Guided 
questions technique used as a control and 
guidance helped the students to draw their 
writing ideas in sequence. 
In accordance to the findings above, it 
can be concluded that guided questions was 
increase students ability in writing 
descriptive text to year – 7 students of “SMP 
Mujahidin Pontianak”. It indicated that 
guided questions is highly effective and 
significance to teach writing descriptive texts 
to year – 7 students of junior high school. 
  
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
Conclusion 
 In reference to the result and discussion 
of this research, guided question technique 
was useful to increase students’ achievement 
in writing descriptive text. It means this 
technique can be one of the appropriate 
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techniques to be used in teaching students 
writing descriptive text. It is supported by the 
result of T-test formula to test the hypothesis. 
The mean score of pre-test is 52.72 and the 
mean score of post-test is 66.36. Therefore, 
the interval of score is 13.64. Based on the 
result, the effect size is strong effect with ES 
> 1.00 (2.69 > 1.00). It means that the use of 
guided questions has a significant effect in 
teaching writing descriptive text. 
The result showed that Tratio  is 8.97 and 
t-value is 2.228 for db=  10 (11-1 = 10) at 
0,025. Thus, Tratio (8.97) was higher than the 
tcritical (2.228). It means that the null 
hypothesis (Ho) is rejected and the 
alternative hypothesis (Ha) is accepted. In 
conclusion, the answer of research problem 
was proven that there is a significant 
difference between students’ achievement in 
writing descriptive text which is taught using 
guided questions and without using guided 
questions. The data analysis and the result of 
effect size above proved that the use of 
guided question is highly effective and 
significant for teaching writing descriptive 
text at the year – 7 students of SMP 
Mujahidin Pontianak. 
 
Suggestion 
Based on the result of this research, the 
researcher would like to deliver some 
suggestions as follow: (a) Guided questions 
is recommended to be applied as one of the 
alternative teaching technique to increase 
students’ achievement in writing descriptive 
text. Writing descriptive text deals quite 
much with identification and description, 
guided questions will ease the students to 
write it. This technique provides a list of 
questions to guide the students to write on the 
right track in their writing topic as well as to 
ease the students to develop their ideas so 
that they can organize their writing into a 
good order, (b) The English teacher is 
suggested to apply guided questions in 
increasing students’ writing ability of 
descriptive text. This technique provides 
stimulators such as list of questions to make 
them understand fast and easier to write. But, 
the implementation of guided questions does 
not mean always formly be appropriate and 
always work well. Sometimes the problem 
comes from the questions that are too 
difficult for students. To solve it the teacher 
must prepare the guided questions as well 
and the questions must suitable with the 
students’ level, (c) The English teacher is 
suggested to follow the procedures during the 
implementation of guided question technique. 
As known, guided questions requires the 
students to answer the questions and arrange 
the answers into the text. The problem 
usually happens when the teacher spend time 
by requiring students to mention the answers 
before they write it into the paper. Therefore, 
the teacher needs to understand and follow 
the procedures of guided questions technique 
in teaching writing descriptive text, (d) The 
students should be active and creative in 
finding and memorizing the vocabulary. The 
application of guided questions techniques 
becomes hampered when students do not 
know the English words used to answer the 
questions. Therefore, teacher asks the 
students to bring their dictionary, (d) The 
other researchers may conduct further study 
on the use of guided questions technique in 
teaching other text besides descriptive text 
and other language skill besides writing. 
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